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© Association of bovine mitochondrial DNA with traits of economic importance. 



© A method of genetically evaluating animals by using mitochondrial DNA is disclosed. Polymorphisms in 
mitochondrial DNA are detected by isolating, fragmenting, and sequencing the DNA. The restriction patterns and 
nucleotide sequences of mitochondrial DNA of different animals are correlated to expressed traits in the animals. 
^- This may be confirmed by comparing results to expression of the trait in maternal lineages of animals. Further, 
<^ effects of maternal lineages are determined by partitioning maternal genetic variation from nuclear variation. 
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such as high milk production. 

Another application is choice of cows from the best maternal lineages (cytoplasmically or mitochon- 
drically based), as donors for embryo transplants. The practice of embryo transplantation is used exten- 
sively in the dairy industry. 
5 Thus, it is apparent that the invention accomplishes at least all of its objectives. 

Claims 

1. A method of determining the phenotypic effects of mitochondrial DNA polymorphism in dairy cattle 
70 comprising (a) detecting said polymorphism in mitochondrial DNA of said animals; and (b) associating 

nucleotide sequences of mitochondrial DNA to traits of economic importance. 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, comprising associating nucleotide sequences of mitochondrial DNA to 
milk production traits. 
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3. A method as claimed in claim 2, characterised in that polymorphisms at site 16074 and at sites 16058, 
16085, 16230 and 16247 are associated with milk production. 

4. A method as claimed in claim 1 , further comprising fragmenting and sequencing mitochondrial DNA of 
20 said animals. 

5. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterised in that polymorphism at bp 169 and 16058 are 
associated with days open and reproductive costs. 

25 6. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterised in that polymorphism within the mitochondrial DNA is 
the D-loop sequence. 

7. A method as claimed in claim 4, further comprising comparing said sequences of mitochondrial DNA of 
said animals to sequences of mitochondrial DNA of another animal to detect polymorphisms. 
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8. A method as claimed in claim 7, characterised in that phenotypic expression of a trait is correlated to 
said polymorphism in mitochondrial DNA. 

9. A method of genetic evaluation of dairy cattle comprising sequencing mitochondrial DNA fragments of 
35 said dairy cattle and associating the expression or absence of a milk production traits in said dairy 

cattle with the presence or absence of said mitochondrial DNA fragments. 

10. A method of evaluating inheritable milk production traits and health in dairy cattle by partitioning effects 
of mitochondrial lineages from nuclear effects, comprising isolating mitochondrial DNA from a group of 

40 said dairy cattle, fragmenting and sequencing said mitochondrial DNA, comparing said mitochondrial 
DNA of said group of dairy cattle to detect nucleotide sequence polymorphism and correlating said 
polymorphic mitochondrial DNA sequences with a milk production trait of said dairy cattle. 
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